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Eour  and  one-lialf  years  ago  it  v/as  my  pleasure  to  aeii;'ve-''v.j¥§Sf'^'X#i|  ^t  Agricuturg  y 
Ashby  and  Ivlr.  Lyle  in  assisting  Representatives  of  the  Agricultural 
Colleges  of  the  Northeastern  States  select  vrorking  dravrings  of  farm  build- 
ings for  use  in  their  regional  plan  exchange  service.   This  v/aa  a  venture 
by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Cheiiiistry  and  Engineering  and  the  Extension 
Service  of  the  Departnient  to  establish  a  iiiediur.  for  cooperating  with  the 
Extension  Services  of  the  Northeastern  Colleges  in  setting  up  laore  uniform, 
practices  in  the  construction  of  fari:.  buildings,  in  reducing  duplication 
of  effort,  and  in  supplying  techniical  assistance  to  states  not  having  plaii 
services. 

The  plane  selected  at  the  conference  in  Now  3fork,  March  1936,  were 
drawn  on  standard  size  sheets  and  raost  of  the  institutions  are  using  these 
in  their  plan  services.   In  addition  to  tno  working  drawings,  miniature 
reproductions  were  published  in  your  plan  book  --  Miscellanco-ue  Publication 
No.  278,  "Plans  of  Farm  Buildings  for  the  Northeastern  States," 

This  moohod  of  cooperation  has  since  been  extended  to  the  V/ostorn 
and  the  Southern  States  so  tha^  all  of  the  states  now  have  working  drav/ings 
and  plan  books  available  because  the  Midivest  Plan  Service  had  previously 
provided  for  the  needs  of  its  i.ioinber  states.   Hiore  are  approximately  49O 
designs  in  the  four  pla.n  services.   This  is  a  big  rcductio.i  from  the  largo 
number  formerly  carried  by  a  relatively  f cxAr  states. 

The  e7:tension  of  the  cooperative  plan  service  means  that  all  of  the 
states  nov;  have  an  effective  vand  economical  mediujn  for  conve^Aing  to  farmiors 

1/  Farm  Structures  Research  Division,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and 
Engineering,  U.  S.  D.  A.  Presented  before  the  North  Atlantic  Section  of  tho 
American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engijioers  at  Ore  .0,  Maine,  August  23,  19^+0 . 
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ideas  Oil  apj)rovGd  building  notliods  and  advances  in  the  ftu-ictionvil  uses  of 
farm  buildings.  One  difficulty  is  tliat  due  to  cGonomic  o.nd  other  reasons 
sorn.e  of  the  institutions  do  not  have  a  building  specialist  and  are  there- 
fore not  able  to  realize  the  fullest  benefits  oiDtainable  from  the  plan 
service,  A  major  step  toward  the  revision  of  pltins  vrould  bo  a  movement 
to  strengthen  the  personnel  dealing  v'ith  structures,  at  all  of  the  State 
Colleges,  and  to  encourage  the  employment  of  at  least  o.^e  full  time  build- 
ing specialist  hj   each  of  the  states. 

The  objective  of  this  paper  is  to  point  out  errors  in  the  presoxit 
plans  used  by  the  Northeastern  States  and  to  suggest  corrections  vmich 
might  be  considered  if  a  revision  of  Miscellaneous  Publication  278  is  made. 

To  avoid  tedious  detail,  a  copy  of  the  plan  book  is  submitted  in 
which  are  noted  suggestions  tliat  might  be  considered  by  the  revising 
coi.imittcc.  A  classified  list  of  all  oi^cha:age  drav/ings  (from  which  addi- 
tions to  your  regional  plan  service  might  be  selected)  and  certain  v/orking 
drav/ings  vaiich  ho.vo  been  revised  or  developed  from  draiuings  in  your  regional 
pl-'mi  services  (vrhich  Liight  supersede  those  nov/  in  use)  are  attached.   Un- 
fortunately the  call  for  this  discussion  cojric  too  late  for  a  comprehensive 
review  of  the  plans  to  permit  noting  on  themx,  in  detail,  all  errors  and 
omissions.   This  might  bo  done  by  the  subcoiiuuitteo  you  select  for  this 
phase  of  the  revision. 

Before  deciding  upon  a  revision  of  the  plan  book,  consider  whether 
a  revision  of  the  present  book  is  needed  or  \mether  plans  representing  a 
v.dder  range  of  structures  are  desirable.   If  merely  the  latter,  possibly 
an  arrangem.ont  could  be  made  for  reproducing  e;a sting  exchange  dravrings  of 
other  regions  in  the  form  of  laultiliths.   Ti.ese  could  be  put  in  the  pocket 
on  the  back  cover.   Vfnile  such  an  expedient  is  being  tried  out,  the 
comu.iittec  would  -lave  time  to  make  a  thorough  canivasi  of  representatives 
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from  the  Collegos  cud.   clicck  on  dosirr-blc  dravaugs.  Also,  results  of  the 
survey  proposed  by  lir,   Ashby  should  be  available  for  guidance.  Apropos 
of  this  it  is  suggested  that  n  check  list  of  points  to  note  in  the  survey 
bo  coiiipiled  to  assure  u^iif ormity  in  coraparing  the  various  structures  by 
the  cofiituitteo. 

A  few  suggestions  that  might  bo  helpful  to  the  cor.imittee  when  con- 
sidering plans  for  inclusion  in  the  plan  service  arc  offered. 

Plans  intended  to  fit  a  particular  purpose,  site  or  condition  are  of 
little  general  use;  frequently  such  designs  can  be  changed  to  meet  more 
general  conditions. 

Do  not  increase  the  number  of  plans  in  use  in  the  plan  service;  if  a 
plan  is  not  actually  needed  for  regional  service,  or  to  extend  a  well-founded 
nexv  principle,  use  it  locally. 

Consider  pla^is  of  other  regions  :.uid  supplemental  plans  of  mciiiber 
states  before  introducing  ncvj  ones;  possibly  revisions  your  cosiiiiittce  night 
desire  xvould  make  a  plan  more  useful  to  the  state  vlicto   it  originated. 
Collaborate  I'.ath  the  designer — he  might  have  suggestions  which  ho  did  not 
incorporate  due  to  lack  of  tine. 

Do  not  cla-.iOr  for  now   construction  m.aterials.  'T.:.cj  may  not  be 
available  locally;  moreover,  in  most  instances  the  farmer  prefers  to  use 
material  that  he  knovrs  anid  has  tno  skill  to  place. 

Do  not  select  a  plan  that  is  the  pet  of  an  individual  or  that  in- 
corporates a  hobby  of  an  influential  specialist. 

Plans  should  be  rcviev/od  by  several  persons  to  make  certain  of  their 
functional  axid  structural  integrity.   Some  of  the  states  have  tabulated 
space  requirements  a:id  those  should  be  considered  wnen  reviov/ing  draxvings. 
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Do  not  load  draxvin,gs  xvith  too  inany  electric  outlets,    craiiiped 
corners  for  tricky  gadgets,    fancy   cabinets  and  built-in  equipment;   these 
features  frequently  run  the  first   cost   estimate   so  high  that   the   farmer 
looks  elsewhere  for  a  plan, 

Encourage  material  manufacturers  to  use   dravangs    for  buildings   from 
the  plan  service  xvhen  adapting  their  products  to  rural   structures. 

There  is  a   tendency  to  produce  too  many  fafmhouse  plans   —  there   are 
So   in  the  plan   service.     ITnile  these  were   the   best  plans  available  when 
the   catalogs  were  prepared,   many  of   these  plans  are  not   as   carefully  thought 
out   for  rural  living  and   comfort  as   v/e  desire.      Some  are  of  urban  or  sub- 
urban types   in  layout   and   architecture;    some   are  deficient   in  detail.     Detail 
sheets  or  mimeographed  briefs,    for  use  vjith   the  more  popular  plans,    and 
shoiA/ing  methods  of  building  different   types  of  walls,  might   be  more  usefiil 
than  additional  designs.      In  preparing  this  material,   many  of  the  Minimum 
Requirements  of  the  Federal  Housing  Administration  might  trell  be  observed. 

All  plans  f or  miilk  houses,   and  other  sti"uctures  v/here  milk  is  handled, 
should  be  checked  against   the  Milk  Ordinance  and   Code  of   the  U.   S.  Public 
Health  Service,    and    contain  a  note   that   the  local  milk  control  officials 
should  be   consulted  regarding   sanitary  regulations. 

When  making  tracings,    follov;  the    standard  instnictiens  for  prepara- 
tion of  exchange  plans  and  use  perspectives  to   shov/  complicated  details 
or  special   features    to  be    stressed.     As   there    is  a  charge    for  the   drav/ings, 
thej  should  contain  full  information, 

B  ills  of  Tiaterials  have   been  prepared   for  a  niiiaber  of  the   drawings 
for  Northeastern  States   and  wherever  feasible  these   should  be   lettered  on 
the   tracings. 
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for  Northeastern  States 
The  Plan  Book/is  illustrated  differently  from  those  of  the   other 

three   regions   in   that /'irainiatures  of  the  working  draY;in£S  are  used  in 

most   instances  instead  of  perspectives  and   block  plans.     This   is  a  decided 

advantage  to  a   county  agent  as  he    can  refer  to   the   complete  plan   in  the 

book  #ien  talking  to   prospective  builders  and   does  not  have    to  Vvait  until 

a  plan  is   received   from  the  office.      It  v/ill  be  of  Intercast  that   this 

publication  is  used  by  architects   and  draftsmen  as  a   guide   in  preparing 

plans   in  their  professions.     Unfortunately,    the  reproductions  v;ere 

intended  for  a  small    size  page  and  v;ork  had  progressed  too   far   to  permit 

changes  v;hen  the  present   page   size  v;as  selected.     The   reproductions   would 

be  clearer  if  made  one-half  inch  larger  in  each   dimension, 

A  page  or  two  on  planning   for  local    conditions,    similar  to   those    in 
Miscellaneous  Publication  p60,    "Plans   of  Farm  B  uildings  for  Southern 
States,"   v;ould   add  to    the    value   of    the   publication;    also,    if  feasible, 
a  short  dissertation  on   costs  might  be   desirable, 

A  parting  suggestion  is   that   the   representatives  of   each  state   in 
the   region  actually  point   out  omissions   and  errors,    suggest   improvemeuts, 
and    collaborate  with  speciali sts   at   the   institution  when  tentative   drav;- 
ings  are  submitted.     This   should   be   done  promptly  and  without   fear  of  stepping 
on  toes. 


